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AMENDMENTS TO THE C LAIMS 
Please amend the claims below by deleting items with a strikeout (i.e. patent) or brackets / 
double brackets(i.e., [patent] or [[patent]]) and adding items witb an underline (i.e. patoit) . 

1. Canceled. 

2. Canceled. 

3. Canceled. 

4. Canceled. 

5. Canceled. 

6. (CimenttyAmendment) mhell Atetescopicallvadimtahleiaiftnnrt brace [[of Claim SIU^BBSnC 
alincarlvelongated crossbar tetminatingat onoogingends. wheiein aajd crogsbareompiisff sft fint 

crossbar andasecondcrossbarptvotflllvomipledaboutpivot means. wherein said pivot means fiirthar 
gomi?ffW8»l90kan4 \<^erein said look conoprises an elongated body having a head terminus and an 
exposing tail tenninus, said head temunos includes a downwanUysUoxiing projection, and said tail 
tenninus afGxed to one of said first crossbar and said second crossbar; 

apairofadiustableaiBte. wherein eac h oneofsaidpairof amis is insertedintooneofsaide^ 
pair of arms telescopicall v adjustable therein; 

and 

a pair of cleats, wherein each one o f said cleats is distallv affixed to one of said pair of an^if ; 
wherein saidoairofamisare adinstablvset «»t afixedKnearte ngth fei-Tnainfaiimn gaferedlineardirfanci. 
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between two obfecte- 

7. (Original) The brace of Claim 6, wherooi said projection is insertable into a cavity 
fonnedonQneof saidfiist CTossbarorsairi «woiidcnissbaroppositB mid tail terniiiugj naidprnj^orp amj 
said cavity coupled to maintain horizontal integrity in said brace. 

8. (Original) ThebraceofClaim6, wherein said lock further comprises a retention 

member formed on an anterior surface of said lock, said retention member conqnising an orifice for 
receiving a wire. 

9. (Original) The brace ofClaim 8, wheidiiiqpward urging of said wii« disengages 
saidprqjection from said cavity, tberd>yreleasing said first crossbar and said second crossbar to pivot 
about said pivot means and permit extraction of said brace. 

10. (Original) The brace ofClaim 6, wherein said lock fiutherconiprises a guard 
enconqjassing said lock, aintersticeprovidedbetween said guard andsaid lock so as to pamit upward 
urging of said lock by a retention member and a corresponding wire passed therethrough, said guard 
preventing hypar extension of said lock and thereby preventing damage or Mure to said lock. 
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1 1 . (Cunrently Amended) The brace of Claim 2» wherein said pivot means eomprises a pivot bolt 

12* (Cuizently Amended) Th6faiBceofCla]m[[l]}4whereincqpertuie8aieJ^^ 

said pair of amis, said apertures on said crossbar aligned with said apotures on said pair of arms and 

receiving a pin ttierethrough to impinge at a fixed linear length. 

13. (Origmal) The brace ofClaim 12, wherein said ^ertures are spaced at approximately one in(^ 
intervals. 

14. (Cuirently Amended) The brace of Claim [[!]] £ vviierein each one of said pair of cleats is 
threadably adjustable to achieve fine adjustment of a linear lengdi of said brace. 

15. (Currently Amended) ThebraceofClaim([l]]fi,wherBineachoneofsaidpairofcl^ 
comprises aplurality of points and a plurality of recesses intemediate th^^eto. 

16. (Original) The brace of Claim 16, wherein said plurality of points are provided to 
enhance resistance against inward collapse of said two objects. 

17. (CunentlyAmended)ThebraceofClaim[[l]]4wiMr^ 
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$0 as to remove excess conciete accumulated tberein. 

1 8. (New) Hie brace of Claim 6, wherein displaconent of said ends pennits 
extraction of said hrace from between said two objects. 
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